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The Friends News  
 

President’s Message Elmer Cameron             

We are now receiving an average donation of ten large boxes each day.  That equates to 
hundreds of new material daily—which we are very grateful to the public for donating! 
 
However, the bad news is that we need more volunteers to help sort and prepare the 
books and media for sale in the Book Shop and on the web. Volunteers have the choice of 
serving a few hours once a week or even more if desired.  If interested in learning more about 
how you can help please contact our volunteer Shop Coordinator Linda Atkinson at the library 
(760) 839-4832.  
 
If you’re new to the Friends of the Library or are not familiar with what Library programs our 
Book Shop revenue provides, here’s a partial list of approved expenses just in the last month! 
 
 2nd Saturday Concert Series event  
 New bags for the “Book Club in a Bag” Program 
 Filament for the 3D Printer  
 Seed Packets, Dr. Seuss Crafts/Treats for the Readers Theater of Cat in the Hat 
 Materials and performers for the seven-week 2019 Summer Reading Program 
 2019 Outreach with the San Diego Children’s Discovery Museum STEM Crafts supplies 
  
Without our volunteers giving their time to the Friends Book Shop this level of support would 
be impossible. 
  
 
 
 

 
 

Good News - Bad News . . . 
 
The good news is that the 51 Volunteer Friends of the 
Library continue to raise $75,000 per year selling donated 
books, audio and visual media and games and puzzles. The 
funds are used mainly to pay for the Library’s free educational 
and entertaining programs for adults and children of all ages.  In 
addition, scholarships are occasionally awarded to staff who 
enroll in college level classes in library science.   
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Library Administration   Patricia Crosby, Library Director 

                                                                                                                                                                            
Happy 2019, Friends! 

  
EPL has many new programs, outreach, and ideas for the library and 
Escondido community this year. 

  
One of the most important aspects of public libraries, and EPL is 
certainly aware of this, is the library as a space and a place for 
people of all walks of life and lifestyles to feel welcome. We've 
initiated several physical improvements and changes already. These 
include new "comfy" chairs throughout the library, two new 
collaborative tables which offer flexible stool seating, additional 
outlets for people to plug into, and the table top that also works as a 
white board. We've had various small business groups, students and 

teachers, and individual entrepreneurs using these tables for these collaborative, small study group 
purposes. These tables also provide space for individuals who need additional plug-in and work 
spaces. 
 

We strive to maintain an up-to-date, clean physical collection and are relocating materials to make 
finding things easier, highlighting various areas of our collection throughout the year and refreshing 
our Spanish and other languages collections. We are also removing physical barriers such as higher 
shelving units that block sight lines, shifting furniture to promote a more comfortable and safer 
environment, and improving staff work spaces. 
  

In 2019 we're also focusing on expanding and increasing our partnerships throughout the 
community. We've added a new Read Local, Shop Local Partner - Battlemange Brewery - with 
another partner in the works. We'll also be updating our logo for this great county-wide program that 
encourages shopping local with businesses offering various discounts by simply showing your 
library card! We're also very pleased with our new internship program with Del Lago Academy. 
Gabriel Diaz, Digital Services Specialist, will mentor two scholars, focusing on EPL's digital 
technology, Virtual Reality (VR), and 3-D printing. EPL is now also reaching out to and visiting 
independent living facilities throughout the area, showcasing our VR technology for virtual travel 
experiences, book talks, and our Book Club in a Bag program. 
 
As always, I invite you to experience all of the entertainment and educational opportunities that EPL 
continues to offer and provide. Please ask a staff member for any assistance or if you have any 
questions. We are always interested in your comments as well. 
 
Thanks for all you do for the Library! 
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Adult Services    Monica Barrett, Sr. Librarian 
 

Escondido Public Library’s Adult Services and Pioneer Room division had a great winter season 
and is ramping up for an awesome spring! 
  
Adult Services also hosted the first ever Wellness Fair, connecting the community with local health 
care providers such as IHOT, St. Paul's Pace, AMCR Institute Inc., Neighborhood HealthCare, 
Seniors Helping Seniors, Southern Caregiver Resource Center, San Diego Children's Discovery 
Museum, and more!  Two hundred people attended this open house, which included raffle 
giveaways donated by the business partners. Due to the success of this event, Adult Services 
plans to begin hosting these semi-annually.  
  

 
 
Beginning March 9, 2019, Pioneer Room will host a Firefighters of North County gallery exhibit. 
This will include a reception similar to what the community enjoyed for the Rick Smith exhibit. 
Local firehouses have been invited, and the exhibit will remain available for public viewing until 
May 30. 
 

Adult Services librarians continued representing Escondido Public Library at community outreach 
events such as MAAC Project Head Start and North County Grandparents Raising Grandchildren 
Symposium, and will perform a Dr. Seuss Celebration reader’s theater at Juniper Elementary later 
this month. Several staff also attended American Library Association’s Mid-Winter Conference in 
Seattle where they participated in committee meetings and learned best practice ideas for service 
in modern libraries. 
 
Our librarians will also host a panel and open house at Comic-Con International’s annual 
WonderCon event. This is the first time in the history of this growing convention that a library has 
been allowed to officially participate!  
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Youth Services Activities, Dan Wood, Senior Librarian 
 
Escondido Public Library’s Youth Services division has had a busy few winter months and is ready for 
spring and summer! 
 
Youth Services hosted our annual Holiday Tree Trimming Event with a special guest visit from Santa and 
a naughty pirate that learned a lesson. We’ve started to host Baby Lapsit Storytimes at the San Diego 
Children’s Discovery Museum on every Monday that the library is open, twice monthly evening P.J. 
storytimes on Tuesday nights, and in Inclusive Art Club in the afternoon on the first and third Friday of 
each month.  
 

The Inclusive Art Club is an all ages, all abilities event 
that focuses on a structured storytime, a picture book, 
and then an art project based on the book read. There 
are fidget toys, noise canceling headphones, and 
seating squares to make developmentally disabled 
children of all ages feel welcome and part of the 
program. We’ve had a great response with this art 
event.  

 

Late January, saw the first of hopefully future Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) 
Exploration Hours. Youth Services hosted an event 
that showcased various technology that is geared 
towards teaching kids coding, logical thinking, pattern 

recognition, and more. These skill sets are going to be important in future job endeavors for these kids.  
 

There was also an all ages Lunar New Year 
Celebration with Lion Dancers. The Three 
Treasures Cultural Arts Society performed a 
lion dance, hula dance, kung fu 
demonstration, and spoke on the history and 
culture of the lion dance. There were about 
107 people in attendance.  
 
On Valentine’s Day, we hosted a special storytime with our local fire fighters. A team visited, read a story 
to the kids, sang songs, and received Valentine’s Day cards as thank you’s for all the hard work they do 
for the community.  
 

The teen librarian has been working with her Teen Advisory Board for the last few months to create and 
host a Murder Mystery event. The teens have developed a story, characters, and a mystery for attendees 
to solve. Teen volunteers will be acting in various roles as the characters to help solve the mystery of who 
was murdered at sea! This event will take place on two separate Saturdays to accommodate the limited 
number of teens that can participate in each session.  
 

Youth Services and Adult Services continue to partner on many outreach events including school lunch n’ 
learns, Read Across America (Dr. Seuss Day), San Diego Children’s Discovery Museum events, and 
more! In May we will host a tea party etiquette class with a T-Rex or two teaching how to be a proper tea 
party guest.  

Escondido Public Library’s 2019 Summer Reading Challenge theme is Dramatis Personae, focusing on 
acting & performances, drama & comedy, and great stories & myths. It will be full of fun events that 
celebrate fictional characters, roleplaying, games, costumes, and more. And of course, reading! Stay 
tuned for the next newsletter for updates on all the amazing programming that is happening library wide. 
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Friends Book Shop News   Linda Atkinson, Shop Coordinator 
                                                  
Please join me in welcoming three new Volunteers to our group! 
 

Christina Fredricks has many years of teaching experience and will 
be helping in the children's area in the Shop. 

Sue Leonard has volunteered at the library in different areas and will 
join our group in the sorting area. 

John Porowski has just joined the Friends and is looking forward to 
working in the Shop as well as in other areas where help is needed. 

 

Over the last few months we have received a substantial amount of 
donations and we could use some additional help in the pricing area 

where our space problem has become an issue. If you could spare some time and would like to volunteer in 
sorting and pricing, please contact me. Many, many thanks to those of our current volunteers who have 
provided extra help with this issue. 
 

At the beginning of the year we began a new book scanning process relationship with Operation Book 
Support (OBS) where we scan books for sale through their company. Once we have a certain number of 
boxes scanned, OBS picks them up and takes them to their facility for further processing which eliminates 
the need for us to ship the material to them. Our expectation is that we will increase our profits while 
eventually reducing our volunteers’ efforts.  
 

Meanwhile, patron donations and sales continue to be strong.  

 
UPCOMING SALE DATES IN THE BOOK SHOP 

 
 MARCH 29 & 30 MAY 31 - JUNE 1 
   

 APRIL 26 & 27 JUNE 28 & 29 
 
Should you have suggestions or questions, please contact me at (760) 839-4832. And a belated Happy New 
Year everyone! 
 

  

Volunteer Appreciation    Cookie Allen, Volunteer Coordinator 
 

Library Volunteers  –  Mark your calendars!   April 11, 2019 from 12 – 2 pm at the California Center for the 
Arts is the Annual Library Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon.  Look for your invitation in mid-March and don’t 
forget to RSVP to me! 

 
If you are not a Library Volunteer and want to be, please call me, Cookie Allen at 760-839-4819. 
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   Technology & Support Services, Katy Duperry, Senior Librarian 

 
 
It has been a busy winter for Technology & Support Services Staff! 
 
Customer Service staff have worked together to streamline operations, such as reorganizing the 
sorting shelves, getting new directional signage created for the circulation workroom, updating 
closing procedures, and training staff on closing. 
 
Marketing Coordinator Nick Ivins has been working on developing the 2019 Summer Reading 
Challenge theme, preparing for the Library rebrand, and working on the Library’s Annual Report. 
 
Library Cataloger Greg Hall has been performing collection maintenance, including shifting parts 
of the collection, reviewing materials for replacement, and beginning a full-scale Library inventory. 
Library Cataloger Darlene Brooks has been managing the patron purchase suggestion list, and 
implementing the New Collection areas in the Youth Services division. 
 
Digital Services Specialist Gabriel Diaz has been training three interns in Library technology, 
including Virtual Reality, 3D printing and podcasting. He has also partnered with Youth Services to 
do a technology outreach series at Pioneer Elementary School, as well as partnering with Adult 
Services to begin doing technology outreach with assisted living facilities such as Cypress Court 
and Felicita Vida. 
 
 
Come check out Virtual Reality . . . or see a demo of the 3D Machine . . . Lots to see and Do! 
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One of so many events held at the Escondido Library that may interest you . . . 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  clip here and submit above form with your dues - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Individual - $10.00 
Family - $15.00 
Supporting - $35.00 
Life Membership - $125.00 
Business/Organization - $30.00 

Payable to: 

Friends of the Escondido Public Library 
c/o Escondido Public Library 
239 South Kalmia Street 
Escondido, CA 92025 
 

NAME___________________________________________ PHONE___________ 

ADDRESS _________________________________________________________ 

CITY/ST_____________________________________________ ZIP___________ 

EMAIL_____________________________________________________________ 

Special interests, talents and ideas:                                          _____ New Member   _____ Renewal        

 

************************************************************************************************************************************************ 
If you have comments or suggestions for this newsletter please email Linda Faulkner, Editor, at lindafaulkner10@gmail.com 
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Application for Membership 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Book Shop Hours are:   
     

Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

Tuesday and Thursday   
10:00 AM – 6:00 PM 

 

 The Friends Board meets the 
2nd Wednesday of each month 
at 9:30 AM upstairs in the Board 
Room and is open to the public. 
 

 
 

 

 Friends of the Library 
 Board of Directors  >>> 
 

 Elmer Cameron, President 
  Jim Tisdale, Vice President 
  Christel Luther, Treasurer 
  Mary Roy, Secretary 
 

  Directors: 
      Georgia Chonko 
     Linda Faulkner 
  Marlene Hoover 
  Marge Kelley 
           Linda Parker 
           Judy Tisdale 
               
  Shop Coordinator 
       Linda Atkinson* 
 
   *appointed by the Board 

  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
  
 The Friends News 
      Linda Faulkner, Editor 
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* * * * * * * * 

DO YOU SHOP AT MAJOR MARKET? 

Please save your Major Market shopping receipts for the 

Friends of the Library. They give us 1% of all receipts we 

collect! Just give them to the Cashier in the Friends Book 

Shop any time you visit.    In 2018 we received over $210 

from Major Market with this program! 
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